
 1 

Joseph Saulnier’s statement on clearing the name of client Bahram Karimi 

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF BAHRAM KARIMI 
 
September 10, 2021 

It is unusual for me to post statements or publish details of one of my client’s cases. 
Typically my clients want privacy, even when they have been acquitted or the charges 
dropped. This is for good reason, as additional publicity about criminal charges is rarely 
helpful, even after it is shown that my client is not guilty. 

However, in the case of my client Bahram Karimi, I need to finally speak up and clear 
his name. 18 months ago, Karimi was indicted in the United States. Just four months 
later, the American prosecutors asked the judge to dismiss the charges, without Karimi 
ever setting foot in a courtroom. The prosecutors admitted to suppressing evidence that 
was helpful to the defence. The judge dismissed the indictment with prejudice, meaning 
my client cannot be prosecuted for this offence again. In other words, he was 
exonerated. 

Despite this, online news reports have not been updated. They continue to suggest 
Karimi is facing charges. Further, those reports make false assumptions and suggest 
connections that do not now and have never had any basis in fact. As a result, Karimi 
continues to face suspicion and feel repercussions. His family is under suspicion. The 
false allegations, now withdrawn, still threaten to ruin my client’s life. 

So below, I will attempt to tell his story. I hope we can fix some of the damage that has 
been done. I hope those who would jump to conclusions about Karimi will read this first. 

Karimi was born and raised in Iran. He went to the University of Tehran and became an 
engineer. In 1994, he began working for Stratus, a large private Iranian construction 
company. With Stratus, Karimi managed major infrastructure projects all over the world. 
He built roads, railways, tunnels, bridges and dams. 

In 2009 Karimi became the project manager of a major urban development project in 
Venezuela, with 7,000 residential units and related infrastructure. From the beginning, 
Karimi’s job was to manage the technical issues, the design and execution of the 
construction. His duties never involved the financing of the project, banking, or anything 
of that nature. Karimi was a salaried employee and had no personal financial interest in 
the project. 

Karimi stopped working on the project in 2014. He and his family moved to Canada. In 
June 2016, FBI agents, accompanied by the RCMP, came to Karimi’s house 
unannounced, to ask questions about the “Venezuela project.” Although Karimi’s 
English was poor, he agreed to speak to the agents without an interpreter and without a 
lawyer. There was nothing to hide. He gave a statement and told investigators that he 
had not done anything illegal. He heard nothing further for two years. 
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In March 2018, Ali Sadr Hashemi was arrested in the United States in relation to the 
project. Sadr’s father owned Stratus. Sadr was indicted on six charges relating to 
evading US sanctions. 

Karimi was contacted in Vancouver by the district attorneys prosecuting the Sadr case. 
The Sadr trial was set to begin in early 2020. The prosecutors wanted Karimi to travel to 
the U.S., sign a cooperation agreement and testify against Sadr. They threatened that 
Karimi could be indicted if he did not cooperate. 

The prosecutors’ theory was that American sanctions against Iran somehow applied to 
the Venezuela project, and Sadr and others had tried to avoid those sanctions by 
misleading banks. They wanted Karimi to testify to that effect. 

It always seemed odd, at least to me, that prosecutors would think American sanctions 
against Iran applied to a construction project by a private Iranian company doing 
business in Venezuela. This had nothing to do with the U.S. As I understood it, the 
basis for prosecutors to claim that American sanctions applied was that the project 
payments were quoted in American dollars, as is common in international deals. 
Therefore, although the payments were not paid into American banks, the electronic 
payments had to be cleared through online American banking platforms. I don’t pretend 
to be an expert in American sanctions against Iran. Neither is my client. But in my view, 
it is reasonable to believe that American sanctions against the nation of Iran would not 
apply to a private Iranian company doing business in Venezuela, just because the 
payments were quoted in American dollars. That was and is my client’s view. However, 
the prosecutors alleged Sadr and others knew sanctions would apply and so they took 
steps to hide the Iranian connection from the banks. 

Eventually Karimi retained me. I spoke to the prosecutors. They offered Karimi immunity 
if he testified against Sadr. We did not take the immunity deal. Our position was Karimi 
did not need immunity because he had done nothing wrong. We did agree to do an 
interview. We had nothing to hide and wanted to answer any allegations. However, 
since American authorities were threatening to arrest my client, the interview was held 
at my office in Vancouver, Canada, not in New York. 

So on January 22, 2020, two American prosecutors and two FBI agents traveled to 
Canada and, along with an RCMP officer, attended my office for a scheduled two-day 
interview with my client. It was audio-recorded. It quickly became clear that Karimi was 
not giving the American authorities what they wanted. They wanted him to say that the 
people involved in the project had known American sanctions applied. They wanted him 
to say that Sadr and others had taken steps to avoid those sanctions. Karimi did not say 
that. He did not make a statement against Sadr. He explained that he did not believe 
they were attempting to evade American sanctions. He did not believe American 
sanctions applied to the project. 

This was not what the American prosecutors hoped to hear and they ended the meeting 
early. They returned to the U.S. and on January 31, 2020, Karimi was indicted. 

The New York indictment contained three charges against my client: bank fraud, 
conspiracy to commit bank fraud and making a false statement. The alleged falsehood 
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was Karimi’s statement to prosecutors that he did not believe American sanctions 
applied to the project. They claimed this contradicted what he had told investigators in 
2016, although they would not produce the 2016 interview transcript to prove it. In 
reality, Karimi was consistent in both statements: he believed they did nothing wrong. 
Their “evidence” for the fraud charges seemed to be that Karimi, as engineer and 
project manager, signed periodic invoices for the client. That was his job. Other than 
that though, Karimi had no part in the payments or control over banking issues. My 
client adamantly denied all the charges. 

After the Indictment, I am not aware of any steps that were taken to extradite my client 
or otherwise commence court proceedings against him. However, the outstanding 
charges against Karimi prevented him from traveling from Canada to the U.S. to testify 
on behalf of the defence at the Sadr trial, had he chosen to do so, as he would have 
been arrested. 

Again, I requested but never received a copy of my client’s statement from 2016. I also 
requested but never received a copy of the recording of my client’s statement from 
January 2020. Sadr’s lawyers also requested Karimi’s statements. They only received 
limited, and misleading, notes. They were given the impression that Karimi had given a 
statement that was unhelpful for Sadr. That was untrue. The prosecutors also told 
Sadr’s lawyers and the court that they had not received the recording of the January 
2020 interview, and therefore it could not be shared with defence. However, the FBI in 
fact had that recording. 

Sadr was tried in the spring of 2020. Prior to trial, his lawyers applied unsuccessfully to 
have the charges dismissed. At trial, Sadr testified in his own defence. He testified that 
he did not believe American sanctions applied to a private Iranian company or to Iranian 
citizens working outside of either the U.S. or Iran. In closing arguments before the jury, 
prosecutors called that defence absurd. On March 16, 2020, Sadr was convicted of five 
of six counts. 

After conviction, Sadr brought motions for a new trial due to the suppressions of 
exculpatory evidence. Prior to those motions being heard, it was finally proven that 
prosecutors had hidden or attempted to bury a treasure trove of exculpatory evidence to 
keep it from Sadr’s defence lawyers. I understand that some of this evidence showed 
both the US banks and the US government (Office of Foreign Assets Control) were 
aware of the payments and never deemed them illegal or thought any action was 
warranted. The exculpatory evidence also included Karimi’s recorded January 2020 
statement, which would have corroborated Sadr’s defence at trial. It confirmed that 
those working on the Venezuela project did not believe sanctions applied, something 
prosecutors had mocked. 

Further, the new disclosure included Karimi’s 2016 interview, in which he initially told 
investigators that he thought they had not broken the law. The basis for charging Karimi 
for making a false statement was that his story had changed. But it had not. After all this 
exculpatory evidence came to light, the prosecutors no longer had a case. 

On June 5, 2020, the U.S. Attorney for the District of New York filed for a nolle prosequi, 
dropping all charges against Sadr and Karimi. June 5, 2020 Court Filing 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6939860-Microsoft-Word-Sadr-Nolle-Docx#document/p1
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They said it would not be in the interests of justice to further prosecute either case. The 
judge demanded explanations from the prosecutors for the evidence suppression, and 
later issued a scathing opinion in which she described the evidence suppression and 
government misconduct: Judge Nathan’s Opinion re: Government Misconduct 
On July 17, 2020, U.S. District Judge Alison J. Nathan took the extraordinary step of 
vacating Sadr’s guilty verdict. She then dismissed the indictment with prejudice, 
meaning he could not be prosecuted for this again: Sadr case dismissed 
Then on September 16, 2020, Judge Nathan dismissed Karimi’s indictment as well, also 
with prejudice, ending the case permanently. Karimi case dismissed, final order 
In July 2020, Sadr’s lawyers published an article in the New York Law Journal 
describing these extraordinary events in more detail: “The exoneration of our client Ali 
Sadr”: Article 

In Canada, the exoneration of Bahram Karimi was not so public. I did not publish any 
articles because, as stated above, my client hoped to avoid any publicity. Unfortunately, 
this did not work. 

Now, a year after the indictment was dismissed, a Google search of my client still brings 
up news stories from February 2020 that have not been updated. The stories still read 
as if Karimi is currently indicted with serious crimes in the U.S. Further, aside from not 
being updated, some stories also contain significant inaccuracies and unfounded 
speculation. One story wrongly implies Karimi was charged in relation to money 
laundering (he was not). There is speculation that Karimi had been hired by Stratus for 
his Canadian citizenship (which he did not have), so he could conceal banking 
relationships, and even that he was a dual Iranian-Canadian citizen (which he is not) 
who used his Canadian citizenship to finance Iranian operations (which he did not). 

These suggestions are all wrong and, with respect, baseless. 

Obviously all charges against Karimi were dismissed. But the allegations above were 
never even made by prosecutors. They don’t even make sense. 

Although Karimi lives in Canada now, he is not a Canadian citizen. At the time of the 
project a decade ago, he was living in Venezuela and had no connection to Canada. He 
started work for Stratus more than two decades before even coming to Canada. There 
was never any suggestion, even by prosecutors, that these allegations involved 
Canadians or Canadian banks. Further, Karimi was not charged with money laundering. 
His indictment contained no such allegation. 

As a result of these misleading suggestions, over the past year, Karimi has had to 
explain himself to Canadian banks multiple times, just to try and maintain his bank 
accounts and mortgage. Karimi and his family have continued to hit roadblocks with 
various government agencies. He has had to defend himself over and over, for 
accusations we believe were a sham from the start. 

Karimi has no criminal record. He is an engineer who has worked hard for years to 
support his family. He has worked on projects all over the world. His children had to 
change schools and learn new languages every few years. Finally, Karimi came to 
Canada for a better life. Unfortunately, he still struggles to find it because of this case. 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/7211804-S-D-N-Y-1-18-Cr-00224-AJN-379-0#document/p8
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20381271-nejad1ordericp
https://www.vancrimlaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Karimifinal-order.pdf
https://www.steptoe.com/images/content/2/0/v2/207133/NYLJ08122020457746Steptoe.pdf.
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Although he has been exonerated, the allegations continue to haunt him. That needs to 
change now. His name has been cleared. 

Joseph J. Saulnier 

 


	Joseph Saulnier’s statement on clearing the name of client Bahram Karimi

